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Report Highlights: 

TH5145 – Export prices remained unchanged.  Thirteen bidders participated in the first public tender for 

non-food grade rice for industrial uses on December 1.  
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices of most grades of rice were steady as new inquiries from foreign buyers remain 

quiet.  The Government issued the first public tender for non-food/non-feed grade rice of 37,413 

metric tons on December 1, 2015.  Sources reported that 13 bidders participated in the tender, 

representing multi-feed stock and cassava-only stock ethanol plants.  There were at least three 

bidders from the power generation sector.  The bids were reportedly ranged from 5,000 to 5,400 

baht per metric ton ($140-150/MT) which are far below the Government’s purchase prices of 

around 22,730 baht per metric tons ($637/MT, milled basis) under the previous government 

pledging programs.  The results of this tender should be made public this week. 

If the Ministry of Commerce successfully keeps this “rotten” rice out of food and feed chain, larger 

tenders are expected in early 2016.  “Rotten” rice stocks in Government hands total about 2 

million metric tons.  Sources expect that annual demand for “rotten rice” in ethanol production will 

be around 0.5 million metric tons in 2016.               

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for November 23-

29, 2015 totaled 64,511 metric tons, down 18,414 metric tons from the previous week, and up 

653 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 63,858 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports 

(excluding premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – November 29, 2015, totaled 

3,937,976 metric tons, down 11 percent from the same period last year. 

Total Thai rice exports from January to October 2015 totaled 7,814,140 metric tons, down 11 

percent from the same period last year. 
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